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Speech by Mayor Patricia Aletta Mosito, on the occasion – 16 Days of Activism for no 

Violence Against Women and Children, Ipelegeng Sportsground  

10 December 2011 

Programme Director  

Councilor’s present 

Community of Ipelegeng and Regorogile ext 2 

Honoured guests  

Ladies and gentlemen  

 

December 10 is observed globally as an International Human Rights Day. This is the day 

which we also use to mark the end of the 16 Days of Activism on No Violence Against 

Women and Children. This international campaign started on 25 November which is an 

International Day of No Violence against Women. It is run between these days to mobilise a 

global focus on the challenges of gender based violence and abuse that is affecting women 

around the world. 

Programme director, while we are having this closing ceremony for the 16 Days of 

Activism, I must emphasise that this campaign does not end here. There is a 365 Days Plan 

of Action that we have to strengthen and implement together with all partners throughout 

2011 and beyond. 

South Africa has run this campaign since 1999; therefore this year marks the 12th 

anniversary of the Campaign in the country. While it started with a focus on gender based 

violence, the 16 Days Campaign has evolved to include issues relating to violence against 

children as well. Since the establishment of the Department for Women, Children and 

People with Disabilities (DWCPD), the campaign is being broadened to also look at issues of 

violence against women and children with disabilities. 
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The Theme for this year is: “From Peace in the Home to Peace in the World: Proliferation 

ÏÆ 3ÍÁÌÌ !ÒÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ 2ÏÌÅ ÉÎ $ÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȢȱ 

In line with this theme, I would like to today talk about domestic violence so that we all 

understand what it is and how we can protect ourselves when we are faced with this 

problem. 

 

The conduct which constitutes domestic violence may be divided into different categories 

which include:  

¶ physical  

¶ emotional  

¶ psychological  

¶ sexual  

¶ and economic abuse between persons who are in a domestic relationship 

with one another.  

In addition, the conducts between persons who are in a relationship which also 

qualifies as domestic violence include:  

¶ intimidation  

¶ harassment  

¶ stalking  

¶ damaging of property  

¶ entry into the residence of the victim without consent, where the parties do 

not share the same residence  

¶ or, any other controlling or abusive behavior towards a victim, where such 

conduct harms, or may cause harm to the safety, health or well-being of the 

victim. 

When you are faced with any of these problems, we need to approach the police to seek 

help. We have the Domestic Violence Act which indicates what police need to do under 

these circumstances. 
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The Act requires police officers to determine whether you as a complainant you are in any 

danger and take all reasonable steps to protect you from any further harm. This includes 

confiscating firearm – legal or illegal and any other weapon that may be used to harm the 

victim. 

 

The police are also required to provide assistance to the complainant as may reasonably be 

required in the circumstances. As a victim of violence, you have a right to lay a criminal 

charge against the person who is abusing you. You also have a right to apply for a 

protection order to stop him or her from further abusing you. You can exercise both of 

these rights together or separately, it depends on how you want to deal with your 

circumstances. 

 

Police are also required to assist you to find a suitable shelter or make arrangements for 

the complainant to find suitable shelter. They must assist you or make arrangements for 

you to obtain medical treatment if this is necessary like in cases of physical and sexual 

assault. 

 

I must emphasise that it is not only the police officers who are required to take action 

against abuse. Health workers who are treating someone who have been abused have a 

duty to assist that person to lay charge or use any provision of the Domestic Violence Act to 

protect themselves. Also the Children’s Act requires anyone in position of authority, for 

example a teacher, church or community leader, to report to the police or social workers if 

they suspect that there is an incident of abuse against a child. 

 

The Campaign we are participating in here today seeks to mobilise all of us as members of 

the community to also join in this effort. When we know that someone is being abused in 

our own home or in our neighbour’s house, we have a duty to report that. We also have a 

duty to stand in court as witnesses to make sure that these abusers are prosecuted 

successfully.  
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Domestic violence is not something that should be left to families to resolve. An uncle who 

rapes a niece needs to face the full might of the law. Once a crime has been committed, let 

us allow the law to take its course. We have to work together to reduce the number of 

sexual offences, attacks and murder of women and children in our country. 

Murderers and rapists have no place in our community.  

Let us work together with the police, prosecutors and courts to make sure that these 

criminals are arrested and convicted of crimes they commit against women and children. 

 

Let us use the laws available to create peace in our homes, in our community and in the 

world. 

 

I thank you.  

 


